
 

 

Fairfield High School Curriculum Overview – Year 7 

Subject Drama  Why do we study these units in Year 7? 
 

Lessons per 
fortnight 

1 In Year 7 Drama, students explore devising, scripted performance, and live cultural 
theatre, developing a broad range of skills. They learn to communicate ideas through 
mime, movement, voice, and gesture, while interpreting and performing scripted 
texts. Workshops and cultural performances build empathy, cultural awareness, and 
understanding of social issues such as bullying, tolerance, and equality. Students also 
develop collaboration, creative thinking, confidence, and reflection through practical 
and analytical work. Across all units, drama helps students express themselves, work 
effectively with others, and engage thoughtfully with the wider world. 
 

Setting Mixed in TG  

 

Students are encouraged to be Responsible Global Citizens through activities/content on…  
In Year 7 Drama, students explore themes such as bullying, tolerance, and identity through devised performances, 
encouraging empathy and understanding of different perspectives. By working collaboratively and reflecting on social 
issues, they begin to develop the values and awareness needed to become responsible global citizens. 
We ensure all students experience high challenge in the subject by including… 
Links to GCSE material – students are taught professional repertoire and analyse performances as they would at GCSE. 
Students are encouraged to layer a range of skills during performance 

Literacy work this year includes… 



 

 

Quizzes on key words drama and learning lines as part of scripted performances. Key vocabulary is displayed in the 
studios and referred to during lessons. Booklets completed in lesson time to allow students to practise written answers 
Innovation and Creativity opportunities this year include… 
Students are encouraged to think creatively and originally in producing effective devised performances that considers 
the world around them and communicates specific intentions 

Employability opportunities/skills covered this year are…  
Students have the opportunity to take part in professional workshops led by external providers, attend theatre trips and 
performances in professional settings and join our extra-curricular dance and drama companies. They can also develop 
their performance skills by performing in our numerous performance events across the year. Career inspiration displays 
and power points and delivered to give students a wider knowledge of careers associated with the performing arts 

 

Term Unit title Knowledge and understanding/content Skills Assessment 
 

1-2 CORE THEATRICAL 
SKILLS  

 

In this unit, students will explore how stories and 
emotions can be expressed through mime and 
movement without using words. They will learn to 
use body language, gesture, and space to 
communicate clearly and creatively. Inspired by 
Benjamin Zephaniah’s Refugee Boy, students will 
reflect on themes of identity, tolerance, and 
resilience. The focus will be on devising original 
performances that explore issues of bullying and 
acceptance. Alongside performance skills, students 
will develop empathy and understanding of others’ 
experiences. This scheme aims to build confidence, 

Facial expression 
Gesture 
Body language & 
posture 
Exaggeration 
Control & precision 
Isolation 
Levels 
Stillness & freeze 
frame 
Slow motion 
Mirroring 
Canon 
Use of space 

Performance 
assessment – 
written reflection 
and teacher 
feedback. 



 

 

teamwork, and social awareness through creative 
drama. 

 

3-4 PERFORMING FROM 
A TEXT  

 

In this unit, students will explore how to bring a 
script to life through directing and staging. They will 
learn about blocking, use of space, and the use of 
technical elements such as lighting and sound. The 
cultural link is The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time, which offers insight into the 
experiences of a young person with SEND. Students 
will consider themes of equality and inclusion, 
reflecting on how theatre can represent diverse 
voices. They will rehearse and perform scripted 
extracts, developing discipline in working with a 
playwright’s text. This scheme helps students build 
confidence, creativity, and empathy while 
deepening their knowledge of theatre 

Interpreting a script 
 Understanding 
character motivation 
 Using voice (tone, 
pitch, pace, 
projection) 
Facial expression 
Gesture and body 
language 
Spatial awareness 
and blocking 
Memorisation of 
lines 
Timing and delivery 
Interaction and 
listening skills with 
other performers 
Use of stage 
directions 
Awareness of 
audience 
Incorporating 
technical elements 
(lighting, sound, 
props, costume) 
 

Performance 
assessment – 
written reflection 
and teacher 
feedback. 

5-6 GLOBAL THEATRE 
WORKSHOPS  

 

n this unit, students will explore live theatre 
performances from Indian, Japanese, and African 
traditions. They will take part in workshops to 

 Observation and 
analysis of 
performance 

Performance 
assessment – 



 

 

experience the unique styles, techniques, and 
storytelling methods of each culture. Students will 
develop skills in observation, analysis, and 
performance. The focus on the global community 
encourages empathy and understanding of diverse 
perspectives. They will reflect on how theatre 
connects people across cultures and communicates 
important social messages. This scheme builds 
creativity, confidence, and awareness while 
fostering responsible global citizenship through 
drama. 

Understanding 
cultural theatre 
styles 
 Acting and 
movement skills 
Collaboration and 
teamwork 
 Empathy and 
cultural awareness 
Confidence in 
performance 
Creative thinking and 
reflection 
 

written reflection 
and teacher 
feedback. 

 


