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Principals Update: Return to School; Testing; Face Masks in Classrooms; 

Changes to self-isolation period; Contingency planning.  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As you will be aware there several significant changes that I need to update you about following 

the holidays. 

Return to school.  

Here is a reminder of the phased return to school this term to allow testing of students in school.  

Wednesday 5th:  In-school testing of Year 10 and 11 by appointment and with consent. Year 7,8 

and 9 working remotely. 

Thursday 6th: Year 10 and 11 return to school. Year 7,8 and 9 in school testing by appointment 

and with consent. 

Friday 7th:  All students return to school.  

As per previous letters please ensure students are fully equipped for school, including having a 

warm and waterproof coat for the winter months and a face mask every day.  

Face Masks  

As announced in the news, in light of the Omicron variant surge, face masks are now required to 

be worn in classrooms, as well as communal spaces. Please ensure your child has a face mask to 

wear every day. It should be considered an item of uniform at this point. School will only supply 

masks in exceptional circumstances. As before we will make exceptions to face mask wearing 

where there is a justifiable reason Students who are exempt should bring in a note from you, so 

that we can issue an exemption card.  

Testing 

Please continue to ensure your child tests twice per week at home using the supplied Lateral Flow 

Tests and that the results are reported to the NHS. If your child tests positive, please inform 

school too. They should remain at home for the appropriate isolation period.  

http://www.fairfield.excalibur.org.uk/


 

Changes to Self-Isolation rules  

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive 

PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless they 

cannot test for any reason.   

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who 

receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. 

The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be 

taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results are negative, and the person does not have a 

high temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second negative test result and 

return to school from day 8. 

Contingency Plans  

Just a reminder that we have planned carefully for a range of contingencies for this term 

including higher than typical staff absences, disruptions to essential supplies, COVID outbreaks 

and adverse weather conditions. Wherever possible our expectation is that we will remain open 

to all students unless circumstances dictate otherwise.  

And finally… 

Let me wish everyone the best of starts to the new year and every success over the next term.  

 

Best wishes  

 

 

Nick Lewis  

Principal  
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