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Dear Parents and Carers,  

As there have been a couple of significant shifts in national policy, I thought it worth sharing a 

brief summary of it for families. The two key areas are daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 and 

COVID -19 vaccinations. These changes have been reflected on the schools COVID-19 Risk 

Assessment which is on our website.  I would also like to remind you that students are being 

asked to take in school COVID tests on return to school in January. Please consider giving your 

consent for this. You would have received information in a separate letter with details on how to 

do that.  

Before we get into the details, as this is my final letter of the term, I also want to take the 

opportunity wish you a restful holiday and much happiness for 2022, whatever it brings for our 

school community.  

Daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 

From Tuesday 14 December, a new national approach to daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 is 

being introduced (including until the end of this term). All adults who are fully vaccinated and 

children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 – 

whether Omicron or not – should take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days 

instead of self-isolating. Daily testing by close contacts will help to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

Daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 will help protect education settings, including Fairfield by 

reducing transmission and will also help keep our students in face-to-face education. 

Once notified by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact, all eligible staff and students should take 

an LFD each day for 7 days and report the results through the Online Reporting System and to their 

setting. If they test negative, they can continue to attend their education setting. Outside of the 

education setting, they should continue to follow the advice set out in the Sunday 12 December 

press release. This approach should also be adopted over the winter break and on return in 

January.  

If they test positive, they should self-isolate and order a PCR test to confirm the result. If the 

PCR is positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days. If the PCR test is negative, they no longer 

need to self-isolate but should continue to carry out the remainder of the daily tests, and only 

need to isolate if it is positive.  

All students should have access to a box of 7 LFD tests from their tutor and should have enough 

to also cover the holiday period. If you require additional test kits, please request those before 

http://www.fairfield.excalibur.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=13%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


the end of term.  

Anyone over the age of 18 years and 6 months who is not vaccinated, must isolate in line with 

government guidelines if they are a close contact of a positive case.  

For our students with SEND who struggle to or are unable to self-swab daily for 7 days, we will 

want to work with students and their families to agree an appropriate testing route, such as 

assisted swabbing. Information on these further support measures will be provided to those 

families.  

As always, it is important to continue regular twice weekly, at-home testing for all students even 

during the winter holiday.  

Covid-19 vaccinations 

The government has confirmed that people aged 18 years and over, and those aged 16 years and 

over who are at risk (including health and social care workers) will be offered a booster dose of 

Covid-19 vaccine. This could apply to some students at our school.  

Booster doses can be pre-booked online if it has been 2 months (61 days) since a person had 

their 2nd dose and they are:  

• aged 30 and over; 

• aged 16 and over with a health condition that puts you at high risk from Covid-19; 

• a frontline health or social care worker. 

If you book your booster, you will be offered an appointment which dates from 3 months after 

the date of your 2nd dose.  

16- and 17-year-olds can get two doses of the Covid vaccine. They can book an appointment 

through the national booking service and can use walk in centres.  

The Health and Social Care Secretary announced on Monday 29th November that young people 

aged 12 to 15 in England will be offered a second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine, 

following advice from JCVI. Parents of children aged 12-15 that have not yet had their first 

vaccine can book their child’s first vaccination slot over the winter break via the national booking 

system.  This is directly via the NHS and does not involve notification or consent being given to 

school.   

 

Best wishes  

 

 

Nick Lewis  

Principal  
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