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“ One of the benefits of 
the partnership is that 
schools can learn with 
and from each other.”



Schools within the Bristol Education Partnership (BEP) started working together with 
local environmental organisations in 2019 to develop projects to help tackle the climate 
emergency. This was BEP’s launch project and since that time work has continued. Whilst 
progress has inevitably been affected by the pandemic and the various lockdowns, 
students and staff met earlier this year to discuss their achievements to date and plan 
future activities.

With COP26 taking place in Glasgow in November, when the UK will be hosting 
international climate talks, now is a good time to showcase the encouraging work taking 
place across partner schools. 

One of the benefits of the partnership is that schools can learn with and from each other. 
At our meetings, students and staff hear about projects being developed in other partner 
schools and it inspires action in their own settings. Another benefit is that we are using 
our amazing city as a resource for learning. Bristol was the first city in the UK to declare a 
climate emergency and the city council has drawn up a One City Plan to achieve net zero 
by 2045. It is important that schools play their part in reaching this target.

At Bristol Education Partnership we have been fortunate in working with our two 
university partners, University of Bristol and University of West of England (UWE), and 
with organisations such as the Soil Association, Sustrans and the Centre for Sustainable 
Energy. They have supported and inspired us.

The purpose of this Update is to document progress that has been made on our Climate 
Challenge across the partnership over the past year and present plans for the future. 

Fiona Carnie
Bristol Education Partnership Project Lead
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FAIRFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 

The Fairfield High School Student Eco Team has been busy. Here are some of the actions taken…

Sustainable Transport
Since November 2020 we have collaborated with representatives of the charities Sustrans and Living Streets to 
encourage people in our school community to use more environmentally friendly ways to travel such as cycling 
and walking. Actions taken include: 
•  Running a survey to see how people travel to school, and how they would like to travel to school. 
•  Creating a social media competition where people posted photos they had taken on walks. Photos were 

posted tagging #activeFHS and @ec0team, and were entered into a £15 voucher prize draw. Every fortnight 
there was a different theme for photos, such as shadows or graffiti. 

•  Raising awareness of the benefits of walking, and giving advice to students, especially to boys, on how to 
make the streets less threatening for women and girls. 

•  Providing sessions for people to have their bikes checked over. 
•  Encouraging people to cycle by holding prize draws to enter when bikes are locked up at school. 
•  Finding areas of walking infrastructure that needed to be improved, and collating a document of photos, 

issues, and locations to send to the council. 

Reports from schools

“ We have collaborated with representatives of the charities 
Sustrans and Living Streets to encourage people in our school 
community to use more environmentally friendly ways to travel 
such as cycling and walking.”
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Energy Sustainability 
We have worked with the school to improve energy sustainability with actions including: 
•  Investigating the possibility of installing solar panels. The school has enquired about this and unfortunately it 

is not possible due to the unusual shape of the building and direction relative to the sun. However, the school 
has taken actions to improve the sustainability of the electricity it purchases. 

•  Reducing energy use: in mid-2020 we discovered that over the previous 12 months the school had reduced 
carbon emissions by approximately 35%, and we were crowned the winner of a Carbon Reduction 
competition against other schools from around the UK.

•  The school continues to take steps to reduce energy consumption such as installing power-efficient LED lights 
and lights which automatically turn off if there’s no one there.

Local Collaboration 
The Eco Team has worked with many local groups to promote change, including: 
•  Participation in a model-UN style gathering, where the Eco Team went to City Hall and acted as the Indian 

delegation to an international climate conference. The event included talks from Bristol-based sustainability 
groups which allowed the team to learn more about international negotiations and also about local methods 
to fight climate change. 

•  Connection with the legal firm Burges Salmon which is based in Bristol. The Eco Team has attended 
sustainability events at the company and members have spoken on the importance of change led by those 
who are most involved and affected. 

•  Involvement in other events such as talks at Bristol University on climate change and a trip to London to 
participate in a climate conference. 

School Outreach 
The Eco Team has taken many steps to ensure it has a large influence over the school, such as: 
•  The team elected a five-member committee to decide environmental policy. This committee passes resolutions 

and ensures the effective running of Eco Team. 
•  Social media accounts were set up with @ec0team on both Instagram and Twitter to allow greater 

communication with the school and wider community. A member of Eco Team was appointed as “Press 
Secretary”. 

•  Each year there is a strong focus on recruiting younger students to guarantee the continued work across the 
school and to secure the legacy of the progress made. 

FHS Eco Team
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REDMAIDS’ HIGH SCHOOL 

Redmaids’ High School is working hard to address the climate emergency through the academic curriculum and 
through the pastoral system. Students play a significant role in discussing and taking forward ideas to make the 
school more sustainable and their voices are listened to by the school’s management team.

Climate Change in the Curriculum
Our curriculum looks at climate change in a number of subject areas.  Climate change is most explicitly 
discussed in Geography, Chemistry and Biology. In Geography, for example, it underpins concepts at A Level 
and GCSE. Climate change is also taught about in a range of other subjects such as Key Stage 3 English 
and Key Stage 4 Design and Technology. A specific example from our curriculum is in Key Stage 3 Art 
where students create pieces of work highlighting the impacts of climate change in the style of artwork from 
Glastonbury Festival.  

The Senior Management Team is keen to do more to highlight climate change education and this will be a 
cornerstone of the new Key Stage 3 curriculum from September 2021. This is in response to a desire from our school 
community (students, parents and staff) to incorporate more climate change education into our academic curriculum. 

Assemblies and Tutor Time
Climate change education also occurs within our pastoral curriculum. There are around 3 assemblies each year 
which examine issues connected to climate change. Most recently an assembly for World Water Day examined the 
global impacts of water shortages. In tutor times students complete ad hoc activities linked to climate change. For 
example, this year Year 7 and Year 8 students entered the Cabinet Office’s poster competition for COP26. 

Our school is always keen to participate in such initiatives and events and hopes to include more climate 
change education in our form time and assemblies in the coming year. 

Student Voice as a Driver of Change 
Climate change is also significantly explored in our 
extra-curricular programme. Student voice, through 
the School Council and Environmental Captains, has 
been a key driver in creating sustainable change. 
Every year group has representatives on both of these 
bodies, ensuring their voices can be heard. Student 
bodies meet regularly with key staff members. As a 
result of endeavours so far, packaging on catering 
products has been reduced and Meat Free Mondays 
are now established. There are plans to tackle food 
waste next year, reducing the carbon footprint of our 
catering further. 

Working with our Environmental Captains, the school 
has taken significant steps to increase the biodiversity 
of the school site, installing bat boxes for example. 
These initiatives have led to the school earning its 
Bronze Flag Eco Award and there are now plans to 
apply for the Gold Award.  Both staff and students are 
keen to build on the steps taken so far and are actively 
seeking new avenues, such as sustainable travel 
initiatives, to explore.

Redmaids’ High School Environmental Captains 
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ORCHARD SCHOOL

The main things we have done since the launch of the BEP Climate Challenge are:
• Designed and created a garden from scratch
• Built raised bed planters
• Built a greenhouse from new and reclaimed materials
• Marked out and laid new paths using woodchip donated from local tree surgeons
• Composted all garden waste, including leaves and weeds
• Dug out and made a new small wildlife pond
• Planted spring bulbs for early pollinating insects
• Planted two new trees

What we are planning to do this year:
• Begin to (finally!) use the garden to plant seeds and grow fruit and veg
• Plant 15 sapling trees donated by the Woodland Trust
• Plant a new orchard, using trees donated by a local charity
• Begin to compost food waste from food technology lessons
• Continue to compost all plant and garden waste
• Collect our own seeds from our plants for next year’s growing
• Make and install new bird boxes for nesting birds
• Plant various flowering plants around the garden to attract pollinating insects to the fruit and veg plants

Eventually, we would like to:
• Install new recycling bins around the school
• Supply the food tech department with fruit and veg grown in the garden
• Make a new mindfulness area in the garden, with sensory planting

Orchard School Environmental Group 
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BRISTOL GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Over the past year we have adapted our ways of working to fit in with the current Covid restrictions. Our 
school Eco Team has had to be in one year group bubble so a group of Year 9 students has taken the lead 
this year and is working towards the bronze award of the Eco schools programme. Our focus this year is on 
waste, biodiversity and travel. In light of restrictions the Eco Team have decided that it was better to focus on 
two manageable goals for each area, for example trying to increase the use of reusable face masks by creating 
posters and making announcements in tutor groups.

The most progress so far has been made on biodiversity. The Eco Team has completed a map of the school 
surveying potential locations where we could increase biodiversity. After completion of the survey the Eco 
Team spoke to the school’s facilities team to identify areas where we could plant some bee and butterfly 
friendly flowers. The planting took place in May and following on from this the aim is now to involve more 
of the school community by establishing a gardening club in the Infant and Junior School and by running a 
design a birdbox or bee hotel competition. In April we ran an Eco Day including a whole school assembly 
and a non-uniform day to raise money for Ocean Clean Up. The whole school also competed in the Sustrans 
Big Pedal event. In addition to this, the school catering staff are going to include a calculation of carbon 
footprint of meals at lunch time.

Plans for the coming year are to continue to work on improving biodiversity by creating a pond at the Failand 
sports grounds. The Eco Team also plan to fundraise for a green roof or green corridor on the main school site. 
We would like to look into ways of decreasing the reliance on buses to Failand and increasing the number of 
students who walk or cycle to school. In addition to this we are keen to look at the sustainability of the fashion 
industry and would like to host a clothes swap event when restrictions allow.    

BGS Eco Team

 “ The Eco Team has 
completed a map of the 
school surveying potential 
locations where we could 
increase biodiversity.”
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COTHAM SCHOOL

We want Cotham to be an eco friendly school. Here are some of the things we have done so far to help the 
environment...

Created a herb garden: students planted herbs and wildflowers around the school.
Organised weekly recycling pick-ups during tutor time: each tutor group across each year group takes it in turns 
to collect recycling each week.
Contacted Bristol Waste and brought in recycling bins: we have had lots of contact with Bristol Waste; we 
ordered recycling bins which we weigh in order to monitor recycling.
Installed water fountains around the school: water fountains have been installed around the school to encourage 
healthier habits and reduce single use plastics. 
Agreed on no plastic bottles being sold: we made an agreement with our food supplier to stop selling plastic bottles.
Recycled crisp wrappers: we have collected used crisp wrappers to recycle them.
Gave eco water bottles as House Awards: all Houses have started giving out eco water bottles as house awards 
and this has decreased the use of plastic bottles across the school.
Installed table tennis: funded by students, this table tennis equipment improves mental health and creates a more 
positive environment.
Organised a pop-up clothes shop of donated clothes: clothes were donated by students and were sold in an in-
house pop up clothes shop, raising awareness of the issue of fast fashion.
Installed a clothing bank: a clothing bank has been installed outside student reception.
Created Meat Free Mondays: it was agreed that Mondays would be meat free to help decrease meat 
consumption. 
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Had a Switch It Off campaign: to encourage energy saving, we hosted a poster competition and put up Switch It 
Off posters around the school.
Name the Tree challenge: to gain knowledge of our trees, students were set a challenge to name all the trees.
Participated in BGGC Challenge: students played their part in coming up with ideas for exhibitions to be created 
at the Bristol Global Goals Centre. 
Took part in city wide survey: students across all year groups participated in the ‘Young People and Climate 
Change: Hear Our Voice’ survey

When we met up with other schools at the BEP session we were inspired by some of their ideas. Here are some 
of the things we are hoping to take forward:
• Install compost bins 
• Encourage use of reusable masks
• Develop a fruit and veg garden
• Launch an active travel competition
• Work with the City Council to introduce a roadblock for cars
• Take part in The Big Pedal
• Hold assemblies about the environment and climate crisis 
• Join the Green Influencers scheme
• Change food consumption
• Plant trees locally
• Influence MPs to take action
• FUNDRAISING (we need funding for projects)

Cotham Eco student team 

“ Water fountains have been installed around 
the school to encourage healthier habits and 
reduce single use plastics.”
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BADMINTON SCHOOL

Our plan to help make the school more environmentally friendly was to carry out energy audits for each school 
building to work out which use the most energy and to try to reduce energy consumption. Following last year’s 
energy audit, we made the data available to everyone so that they could see where improvements could be 
made. We discovered that the 6th form centre and dining room used the most energy. However we have been 
unable to start reducing this as yet due to COVID-19. 

As we could no longer monitor the energy usage of people at school during the lockdowns, we encouraged 
people to be more environmentally friendly whilst still at home. We continued our weekly environmental 
committee meetings online and in each meeting, we discussed different environmental concerns and changes 
people could make. The content of our presentations included how different countries recycle, a discussion on 
the Biden presidency and the effect it may have on the environment and a discussion on making our school an 
Eco School. These presentations were followed by a whole school assembly where we talked about the positive 
and negative effects of COVID-19 on the environment as well as future implications. 

We hosted a Green Day where we encouraged everyone to wear green clothing to show their support for the 
environment and launched a poster competition for students to research and present ways to protect the planet. 
This engaged more students, especially those in the younger years and persuaded people to think more carefully 
about how their actions may impact the environment.

Now that everyone is back in school, we are continuing with our aims to reduce energy consumption. In our 
meetings we are returning to discussions on school energy usage and recently we have arranged meetings with 
members of the school IT team to find ways to make computers more energy efficient and turn them off more 
regularly in order to save energy. We are gathering more data on school energy usage after lock-down to see 
what effect our presentations have had, and where further energy savings can be made. 

Our priorities have expanded to focus on reducing waste as COVID-19 has led to an increase in waste. Disposable 
masks and plastic packaging have increased in order to limit the spread of the virus. This has been harder to 
tackle as student health is clearly a priority and there are limited alternatives to plastic wrapping; however, we are 
promoting and selling re-usable masks at school and using biodegradable packaging where possible. 

Moving forward, we plan to continue to try to reduce the school’s energy consumption and investigate who our 
energy suppliers are to see if we could switch to purchasing energy from renewable sources. We also plan to 
continue our environmental committee meetings and engage as many people as possible, persuading them to 
behave in more sustainable ways which will limit the school’s negative impact on the environment and help to 
make Badminton School more environmentally friendly.

Badminton Environmental Team

“ We are gathering more 
data on school energy 
usage after lockdown to 
see where further energy 
savings can be made”
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COLSTON’S SCHOOL

Students and staff are working together to find ways that we can contribute to slowing down global warming. 
Here are some of our projects:

Recycling Paper and Food Waste
Firstly, the school now recycles its paper and food waste with Bristol City Council and we have installed 
recycling bins around the site. The school previously only recycled its cardboard, glass and plastic. After 
speaking to our facilities director he made a commitment to investigate and instigate a better way of recycling 
paper across the whole school site.  In addition, the school looked into how our food waste could be recycled.  
Bristol City Council helped the school recycle food waste which is then converted by a biomass plant in 
Avonmouth to produce green energy. This was something the school had previously thought about however it 
has now been accomplished. 

Increasing Biodiversity and Growing Vegetables
In our nature garden we were happy to find out that we now have great crested newts living there which we 
hope to track using the new wildlife camera we have been able to purchase, funded by a grant. This is a 
protected species so as well as helping to reverse their decreasing numbers, it means we will have a guaranteed 
nature garden for as long as they live there!  

Students have been clearing up the garden and growing a few vegetables to complement the school’s kitchens. 
We hope in the future it will be possible to turn the Hilbourne garden into a thriving kitchen garden and nature 
garden. The school catering department sources all fresh produce locally. This helps local farms and prevents 
long journeys, which adds to global warming. 

Since the pandemic our maintenance department have been working on creating a nature trail in our forest, 
which we also hope to use our wildlife camera for.

Going forward, we will be handing over to the new Green Ambassadors who have more time and many more ideas.

New ideas to take forward following the BEP meeting:
• Take year 7 on the nature trail and make bug houses
• Students to be asked to litter pick if spotted littering
• Put information boards around the nature trail – the DT Department could potentially help with this
• Carry out a journey to school survey
• Tutor activities to educate students about the climate crisis

Colston’s Green Ambassadors 
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CLIFTON COLLEGE

The key elements of work to increase sustainability at Clifton College are listed below.
It is our aim to focus on one big idea to do long-term but also incorporate short-term actions to make smaller 
changes.

Reducing Carbon Emissions from Buses
Our main focus has been to reduce the carbon emissions from our buses. This is work in progress because:
• It’s a large commitment that needs a lot of planning
• Covid has limited our ability to take action

We have got the Headmaster on board but actual changes have not yet been made due to precautions needed as a 
result of Covid – for example separate buses will be required for different year groups and planning time is needed.

Reducing Paper Use, Re-using and Recycling
•  Paper use has decreased due to online learning over the pandemic. Staff have needed to use different 

methods to give out work.
•  We are encouraging reusable masks since single use masks are harmful to the environment. This is being 

worked on, with parents and staff increasingly using single use masks only as a last resort. We are helping 
students to understand the environmental impact of single use masks.

Reducing Meat Consumption
We have also been looking at meat consumption and the proportion of meat in food supplies and meal 
provision. While we have been developing our approach to addressing this issue, we have been receiving 
feedback from parents and students. Initially we wanted to go completely meat free, however in response to 
feedback we are now trying to introduce a more balanced offer with some meat-free days as well as more 
vegetarian and vegan dishes offered. This is ongoing work as it is a gradual process to try and change mindsets 
and routines at the College.

Clifton College Environmental Team
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ST BRENDAN’S SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 

Last year’s Climate Challenge team were involved in a number of projects:
•  Creating posters to encourage staff and students to use the ½ flush in the toilet where possible to reduce water 

consumption.
•  Putting posters above the photocopiers to challenge staff on their photocopying and suggest ways to reduce 

photocopying.
• Designing an eco-logo to place above light switches to remind people to switch off when they leave a room.
• Installing more water stations. 
• Designing and selling a reusable water bottle in college cafes.
• Removing beef from the college menu.
• Introducing a meat free Monday and providing more plant-based meal options.

After a significant interruption due to the pandemic, the climate challenge project started up again, with new 
members from the college Zero Carbon group. We meet online via Teams and are currently working on some 
shared documents to formalise our plans. 

We have had a change in catering provider at the college so have had to restart discussions around our 
planned menu changes. Our catering manager has confirmed that they have eliminated beef from the menu, 
primarily due to cost. We have also researched the option of meat-free Mondays, which we are able to 
implement for our hot food selection (but this is more difficult to achieve at our sandwich counter).

One of our priorities is to raise awareness of climate issues. We are currently planning a proposal for a climate 
pledge week. In this week subject teachers would pledge to allocate a short section of one of their lessons to 
exploring how climate issues link with the curriculum. We have recently had a careers pledge week which worked 
well, so hope to replicate this. One of our teachers is currently working with the University of Bristol as part of the 
Climate Change Education Network, so he will be supporting us in the preparations for pledge week.

As a college we sell a large number of single-use water bottles. During the pandemic when the college was at 
50% capacity and most staff and students were bringing in their own lunches, we still sold 25 water bottles a 
day. In normal conditions and at full capacity we can reasonably assume that we might sell up to 100 water 
bottles per day. So one of our priorities is to install more water stations and sell inexpensive reusable water 
bottles. There is a cost implication so we are currently working on a proposal for this which will be submitted to 
our Principal.

With our new team having recently taken over, we are still in the planning stages for some of our ideas, but we 
have many more students involved now, so are hopeful that our proposals can be implemented quickly.

St Brendan’s Zero Carbon Group
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In addition to the wide range of activities and projects taking place within schools, BEP has organised several 
activities across the partnership to raise awareness amongst staff and students of key issues affecting the environment. 

BEP World Food Cook Book
A World Food Cookbook was produced with recipes contributed by students, 
families and staff from diverse communities across our schools. The purpose of 
this project, organised in collaboration with the Soil Association, was to raise 
awareness of food insecurity, social isolation and disconnected communities. We 
set a challenge to the students to find a way to address these long-standing issues, 
alongside the climate challenges we face. The resulting recipe book, pieced 
together by young people from communities across Bristol, is a celebration 
of World Food Day alongside Food for Life Get Togethers and BEP. Through 
growing, cooking and sharing good food, communities come together.
The BEP World Food Cook Book can be accessed here.

Growing Spaces Photo Competition
Our second partnership-wide project, organised in conjunction with Bristol Photo Festival and 
the Soil Association, was a photo competition in which students were encouraged to take photos with the theme of 
“Growing Spaces”. The aim of the competition was to raise awareness among students about the different places 
and spaces across our communities where growing takes place. The winning entries can be accessed here.

Events at Bristol Teacherfest 2021
How to build a greener and fairer future was one of the four themes at this year’s Teacherfest which took 
place during June. A number of events addressed this theme, in particular a panel discussion organised by 
the Global Goals Centre on How can education help young people contribute to a greener, fairer future? 
featuring the environmental activist, Maya-Rose Craig. The recording of the Global Goals Centre session can 
be accessed here.

There was also a talk from Paul Howard-Jones, Professor in Neuroscience in Education at the University of Bristol 
on Climate Education and the Brain in which he acknowledged that climate change is the defining issue of our 
time and argued that it is crucial that this is reflected in the education offered to young people.

Climate Change Education Research Network
BEP is an active member of the recently established Climate Change Education Research Network set up 
by the University of Bristol and which involves four universities in the south west and a growing number of 
schools. Through this network we have had the opportunity to bring the work of the BEP Climate Challenge to 
a wider audience.
The amount of work going on across BEP partner schools to tackle the climate emergency is impressive. 

BEP Activities

http://digital.tudor-rose.co.uk/bep-world-food-cook-book/
http://www.bristolphotofestival.org/growing-spaces-school-competition/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6ubjGRQ64M&t=152s
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Reducing energy consumption, increasing biodiversity on school sites, promoting active travel, limiting meat 
on school menus as well as the focus on reducing, re-using and recycling resources all make a significant 
contribution. Some BEP partner schools are looking at ways to integrate climate change education in their 
curriculums. There are well over 10,000 students in BEP schools and when you factor in the wider impact on 
parents and local communities – we are really making a difference!

Our plans for the coming year (Covid-permitting) include: 
•  Visiting the University of West of England (UWE) to meet students from their Green Team and hear about 

UWE’s work on sustainability, as well as visiting their Biodiversity area to see what might be possible on our 
own school sites

•  Co-hosting a model UN climate conference with Interclimate UK to involve students from partner schools 
in researching and representing different countries in order to understand and raise awareness of how the 
climate emergency is affecting different parts of the world and consider what we can do about it

•  Working with a range of Bristol organisations to inform students about jobs – and the skills needed - within the 
sustainable sector. This is going to become an increasingly important part of the local, national and global 
economy and so it is vital that students are prepared

•  Continuing to work with the Climate Change Education Research network which was set up by the University 
of Bristol to connect researchers and practitioners in collaborating and supporting schools to incorporate 
climate change education across their curriculums.

We are grateful to all of the Bristol-based organisations that are supporting Bristol Education Partnership in 
our efforts to tackle the climate emergency. This important work will continue as we all find ways to contribute 
to the reduction in carbon emissions needed in order to create a sustainable planet and adapt to the changes 
brought about by global heating. 

Going Forward

“ There are well 
over 10,000 
students in BEP 
schools and when 
you factor in the 
wider impact on 
parents and local 
communities – we 
are really making 
a difference!”
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