
 

Fairfield High School Curriculum Overview – Year 9 

Subject Art Why do we study these units in Year 9? 
 

Lessons per 
fortnight 

4 Year 9 in Art begins with pupils learning about the Pop Artist Roy Lichtenstein. Pupils 
create an artist study page and develop their presentation skills whilst analysing 
Lichtenstein’s artworks. Pupils then choose a contemporary figure to base their own 
Pop Art inspired artwork on. 
 
The photography unit begins with pupils learning how to use and handle cameras. 
They work in teams in workshop style lessons to create photographs inspired by 
different compositional themes. Pupils edit and refine their photographs using 
Photoshop and create a digital sketchbook.  
 

Setting Mixed ability 
groups, mixed 
tutor groups. 

 

 

Students are encouraged to be Responsible Global Citizens through activities focused on teamwork and shared 
decision making when using photography equipment in workshops. Reflection and evaluation of group work and 
valuing the opinions of others.  
We ensure all students experience high challenge in the subject by including exemplars from GCSE portfolios and 
previous year 9 pupils to demonstrate highly developed skills/ideas.  
Literacy work this year includes using correct terminology for compositions in photography and when annotating a 
digital sketchbook.  



 

Innovation and Creativity opportunities this year include encouraging lateral thinking when pupils explore camera 
angles and compositions in the Photography unit.  

Employability opportunities/skills covered this year through referencing different job roles linked to Photography.  
 

 

Term Unit title Knowledge and 
Understanding/content 

Skills Assessment 
 

1 Pop Art How to present an artist study 
page, how to interpret visual 
aspects of artworks, how to use 
the grid method to enlarge an 
image, how to develop an 
artwork referencing the style of 
an artist.  

Presentation skills, analysis skills, 
enlarging images through drawing, 
resilience when creating a final piece 
over a sustained amount of time.  

Teacher assessment 
on classwork. 

2 Photography How to operate an SLR camera, 
terminology for different 
compositions, how to use the 
Photoshop programme and how 
to use a variety of the editing 
functions, how to work in the 
style of a Photographer.  

Using specialist equipment, 
teamwork, leadership when directing 
others, reviewing photographs, 
editing on Photoshop. 

Teacher assessment 
on classwork.  
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