
 

Fairfield High School Curriculum Overview – English Year 8 

Subject English Why do we study these units in Year 8? 
 

Lessons per 
fortnight 

6 Studying English at Fairfield enables pupils to: develop their literacy skills, enhance 
their vocabulary, perform close reading analysis and express their viewpoints with 
confidence. 
The Year 8 English curriculum is titled ‘Identity’ and pupils experience a range of 
texts looking at how identity is perceived differently across time and culture.  
Term 1 starts by delving in to the past and exploring the Gothic genre. Pupils are 
exposed to a range of classic Gothic texts and encouraged to replicate the 
conventions of the genre in their own piece of narrative or descriptive writing. The 
second term draws on their Shakespearean knowledge from the previous year – but 
this time there is a focus on the identity and representation of female roles within 
Shakespeare’s plays. 
The theme of identity is further explored in Term 3 when pupils will read a novel 
focussing on a young person’s experience of the world and how their identity is 
formed. (Examples include: ‘Stone Cold’ by Robert Swindells, ‘The Breadwinner’ by 
Deborah Ellis or ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman). 
Term 4 uses contemporary non-fiction texts as stimuli for debate and discussion 
about current affairs; encouraging pupils to form opinions and identify with the 
writer’s viewpoint. Pupils will also use a range of reading skills: skimming, scanning, 
retrieving and summarising. 
In Term 5, poetry analysis skills are further developed with a focus on ‘Poetry 
Exploring Culture & Identity’. Pupils will read and analyse a variety of poems from a 
diverse collection of poets. Finally, Term 6 allows students to voice their own 



 

opinions and viewpoints on a range of issues by reading and writing non-fiction texts; 
using a host of persuasive and rhetorical devices, building on term 6 work from last 
year. 

In addition. 2 All pupils in Key Stage 3 will also have a dedicated reading lesson which will take 
place in the school library. They will read a minimum of one fiction book per term 
and complete an electronic test which allows us to track their comprehension 
progress. This is designed to promote a habit of reading for pleasure, as well as a 
certain amount of autonomy over what they choose to read. 
All Key Stage 3 pupils will also have a dedicated extended writing lesson once per 
fortnight. In these lessons, literacy skills such as: punctuation, grammar, spelling 
and structure will be taught explicitly, and pupils will have the opportunity to 
concentrate on drafting and redrafting their best work. 

 

Students are encouraged to be Responsible Global Citizens through activities/content on…   
 
UN sustainable development Goal 5: Gender equality: Students can develop their understanding of gender and equality 
through study of The Breadwinner and the various female characters in the Shakespeare booklet. 
UN sustainable development Goal 4: Quality education:  Students will experience a plethora of texts, ideas, video 
stimuli and opportunities to debate and have their voice heard. 
 
We ensure all students experience high challenge in the subject by including…  
Original Shakespearean and Victorian vocabulary. Complex themes and current affairs that encourage students to form 
their own opinions and support them effectively. 



 

Literacy work this year includes… 
Extended writing lessons once a fortnight. Guided reading of the class novel. Focus on producing written pieces that 
conform to genre, audience and purpose conventions. 
Innovation and Creativity opportunities this year include… 
Year 8 students may be invited to take part in BBC Young Reporter – this involves writing news articles that are 
published on the school website with a link to the BBC. Additionally, there is an opportunity for an excursion to visit 
Bristol 24/7 Newsrooms to see how real journalists work. 
Employability opportunities/skills covered this year are…   
Students are taught to question how language is used to manipulate and persuade readers and audiences. 
Students are encouraged to use language effectively to persuade and argue their point of view. 

 

Term Unit title Knowledge and 
Understanding/content 

Skills Assessment 
 

1 Gothic Understanding of the 
conventions of the Gothic genre 
and how writer’s use them. 

Being able to identify and use a range 
of literary devices to narrate and 
describe. 

Descriptive or 
narrative writing using 
a fantasy setting 

2 Shakespeare – 
Female characters 

Further understanding of 
Shakespearean vocabulary, 
context and conventions of his 
plays. 

Analysing language, commenting on 
writer’s intentions and audience 
reaction. 

Analysis of a 
monologue from a 
female Shakespearean 
character. 

3 Class Novel Knowledge of cultural & 
historical context surrounding 
the setting of the novel. An 
appreciation for the narrative 

Reading comprehension and 
decoding. Recognising links between 
context and meaning. 
 

How does the writer 
present their ideas? 



 

and character creation by the 
writer. 

4 Non-Fiction texts  Awareness of a range of 
rhetorical devices as well as an 
understanding of purpose, genre 
and audience. 

Skimming, scanning, retrieval. 
Summarising. 
Comparison of writer’s methods. 
 

Exam style reading 
comprehension 
questions. 

5 Poetry -  Exploring 
Culture and Identity 

Knowledge of some more 
complex poetic devices and 
identification of figurative 
language. 

Ability to analyse poetry: using 
inference to deduce hidden meanings 
and comment on the writer’s 
language choices. 

How does the poet 
present their ideas? 

6 Non-fiction reading 
and Persuasive 
Writing 

Awareness of a range of 
rhetorical devices as well as an 
understanding of purpose, genre 
and audience. 

Skimming, scanning, retrieval. 
Summarising. 
Comparison of writer’s methods. 
 

Persuasive writing – 
letter / article / 
speech. 

 


