
 

Fairfield High School Curriculum Overview – Year 8 

Subject Art Why do we study these units in Year 8? 
 

Lessons per 
fortnight 

4 Year 8 in Art begins with pupils looking at the work of the artist Sheppard Fairey and 
discussing the issues referenced by different artworks. They develop stencil cutting 
skills whilst studying a variety of protest posters from different historical eras. Their 
own designs are focused on Climate change and their final piece is a protest placard. 
 
The next unit in Year 8 is Graffiti art, pupils develop skills in drawings and designing 
fonts and study work from a range of local and international Graffiti artists. They 
design and create their own tag inspired by the different styles they have explored.  

Setting Mixed ability 
groups, mixed 
tutor groups. 

 

 

Students are encouraged to be Responsible Global Citizens through content on climate change and activities 
considering its effect on people globally. Pupils also explore the values of social justice, diversity and respect through 
looking at protest artworks. 

We ensure all students experience high challenge in the subject by including opportunities to use flipped learning to 
understand and research the wider historical, social, political and cultural context of Protest and Graffiti Art.  

Literacy work this year includes key words used in discussion about artworks in class and developing artist study 
pages which develop analytical skills.  
Innovation and Creativity opportunities this year include using forms of visual communication in order to convey a 
meaning or message. 



 

Employability opportunities/skills covered this year are studying contemporary artists who are making work and 
exhibiting internationally.  

 

 

Term Unit title Knowledge and 
Understanding/content 

Skills Assessment 
 

1 Protest Art How artworks can reflect and be 
inspired by political and social 
issues, different ways that artists 
have used visual communication 
to create a dialogue about 
political or social issues, the 
process of creating and printing 
stencils.  

Analysing and interpreting artworks, 
stencil cutting and printing, designing 
stencils 

Teacher assessment 
on classwork. 

2 Graffiti How a style of font can 
communicate ideas, how Graffiti 
artists use a range of styles, the 
process of developing designs 
and a final artwork. 

Designing and creating different fonts, 
analysing the work of artists, 
developing a large-scale piece of work 
over a sustained amount of time. 

Teacher assessment 
on classwork.  
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