
 

Fairfield High School Curriculum Overview – English Year 7 

Subject English Why do we study these units in Year 7? 
 

Lessons per 
fortnight 

6 Studying English at Fairfield enables pupils to: develop their literacy skills, enhance 
their vocabulary, perform close reading analysis and express their viewpoints with 
confidence. 
The Year 7 English curriculum is focused around the idea of ‘exploration’. All units of 
work explore an aspect of history, culture, feeling, desire or imagination. As the 
school year progresses, we journey from the ‘other worldly’ to the Elizabethan times, 
then to the Romantic era, followed by Europe in 1940s and finally we arrive in the 
modern age. 
Term 1 explores the Fantasy genre, where students experience a range of extracts 
from popular fantasy texts and they will also use the conventions of the genre to 
create their own narrative or descriptive piece. We continue studying the writer’s 
craft in Term 2, when we study Shakespeare, identifying how he has kept audiences 
engaged for centuries. Additionally, our pupils are given the opportunity to 
demonstrate how their confidence has developed over their first two terms at 
Fairfield with a short Shakespearean performance. 
Term 3 leads on from our appreciation of the writer’s craft to look specifically at 
poetic techniques and explore how 18th Century heritage poets convey meanings. 
Extracurricular and creative opportunities are also available with a poetry 
competition specifically for Year 7 pupils to showcase their own poetry. 
Moving into Terms 4 & 5, our exploration of literary heritage moves towards the 
millennium with a study of the contemporary fiction novel The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas – set during the second world war and told through the perspective of a 



 

child. Pupils explore a range of themes, historical contexts and are encouraged to 
question their own preconceptions and ideas about childhood friendships and 
loyalties. Finally, we move into the current world in Term 5, where our pupils will 
read a range of non-fiction texts from various newspapers, magazines, on-line news 
sites and personal accounts. The issues raised are designed to ignite a love of debate 
and will also be used a stimulus for their own persuasive speeches and various 
written forms. 

In addition. 2 All pupils in Key Stage 3 will also have a dedicated reading lesson which will take 
place in the school library. They will read a minimum of one fiction book per term 
and complete an electronic test which allows us to track their comprehension 
progress. This is designed to promote a habit of reading for pleasure, as well as a 
certain amount of autonomy over what they choose to read. 
All Key Stage 3 pupils will also have a dedicated extended writing lesson once per 
fortnight. In these lessons, literacy skills such as: punctuation, grammar, spelling 
and structure will be taught explicitly, and pupils will have the opportunity to 
concentrate on drafting and redrafting their best work. 

 

Students are encouraged to be Responsible Global Citizens through activities/content on…  
UN sustainable development Goal 10: challenging inequalities: Students can develop their understanding of gender 
and class inequalities in Elizabethan times and how they have changed throughout the past 5 centuries to the present 
day.  
UN sustainable development Goal 16: Peace, justice and political institutions:  Students study the social and historical 
context surrounding the rise of the Nazi party, the Second World War and the Holocaust.   



 

 

We ensure all students experience high challenge in the subject by including…  
Original Shakespearean and Victorian vocabulary. Complex themes and current affairs that encourage students to form 
their own opinions and support them effectively. 

Literacy work this year includes… 
Extended writing lessons once a fortnight. Guided reading of the class novel. Focus on producing written pieces that 
conform to genre, audience and purpose conventions. 
Innovation and Creativity opportunities this year include… 
Extracurricular and creative opportunities are available with a poetry competition specifically for Year 7 pupils to 
showcase their own poetry. 
Year 7 students are invited to Harry Potter Warner Bros Studios for a day trip. 
 

Employability opportunities/skills covered this year are…  
Students are taught to passionately and articulately express their views using high level vocabulary in both written and 
spoken form. Students are taught to question how language is used to manipulate and persuade readers and audiences. 

 

 

Term Unit title Knowledge and 
Understanding/content 

Skills Assessment 
 

1 Fantasy Understanding of the 
conventions of the Fantasy genre 
and how writers use them. 

Being able to identify and use a range 
of literary devices to narrate and 
describe. 

Descriptive or 
narrative writing using 
a fantasy setting 



 

2 Introduction to 
Shakespeare 

Introduction to Shakespearean 
vocabulary, context and 
conventions of his plays 

Learning by rote, analysing language, 
commenting on writer’s intentions. 

Memorised 
performance of a 
section from a 
Shakespeare play with 
accompanying analysis 

3 Literary Heritage 
Poetry 

Awareness of a range of poetic 
techniques. 

Explaining how language choices and 
poetic techniques influence meaning 
and interpretation. 

How does the poet 
present their ideas? 

4 & 5 The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas  

Knowledge of cultural & 
historical context of World War 
2, narrative style, character and 
empathy. 

Reading comprehension and 
decoding. Recognising links between 
context and meaning. 
Using empathy and emotional 
intelligence to mimic a writer’s style. 

Reading: How does 
the writer present a 
range of ideas in the 
novel? 
Writing: Adopting the 
viewpoint of a 
character in the book. 

6 Non-fiction texts Awareness of a range of 
persuasive/rhetorical devices as 
well as an understanding of 
purpose, genre and audience. 

 Skimming, scanning, retrieval. 
Summarising. 
Comparison of writer’s methods. 
 

Exam style reading 
comprehension 
questions. 

 


