
 

Fairfield High School Curriculum Overview – Year 7 

Subject Art Why do we study these units in Year 7? 
 

Lessons per 
fortnight 

4 – rotation with 
other subjects 

Year 7 in Art begins with pupils focusing on drawing, firstly experimenting with mark 
making and using a variety of drawing materials. Pupils then develop their 
understanding of creating perspective, tone and texture through studying the 
drawings of Van Gogh, whilst improving the accuracy of their own drawings.  
 
In the colour unit, pupils will learn about colour theory and investigate colour mixing 
using paints. They investigate different painting techniques inspired by Fauvist artists 
and David Hockney.  

Setting Mixed ability 
groups, mixed 
tutor groups. 

 

 

Students are encouraged to be Responsible Global Citizens through activities of reflection and evaluation of their own 
and others work. Pupils are introduced to the format of group galleries as a way of sharing multiple approaches and 
perspectives. 

We ensure all students experience high challenge in the subject by including opportunities to develop critical thinking 
skills, through discussions of artworks and artistic intentions.  

Literacy work this year includes discussion of artist’s work and using subject specific language. 
Innovation and Creativity opportunities this year include learning how to use a sketchbook to document an artistic 
journey, and exploring ways to present work expressing their individuality as an artist.   



 

Employability opportunities/skills covered this year are referencing the resilience that creating artworks and refining 
skills requires, and the training that artists undertake to work to a professional standard.  

 

Term Unit title Knowledge and 
Understanding/content 

Skills Assessment 
 

1 Drawing Different ways that artists create 
and use marks, how to apply 
different materials to create a 
range of effects, how Van Gogh’s 
drawings show perspective, 
proportion, texture and tone.  

Pencil control, mark making, creating 
tone in a drawing, creating 
perspective, texture and tone in a 
drawing, practicing accuracy when 
drawing, developing resilience when 
drawing and creating an artwork for a 
sustained amount of time.  

Teacher assessment 
on work created in the 
unit. 

2 Colour How to use the colour wheel and 
colour theory, the process to mix 
colours, how to re-create 
painting techniques in relation to 
different artists, how to 
accurately use a paint brush. 

Mixing a range of colours, practicing 
good brush control, different painting 
techniques and mark making through 
painting. 

Teacher assessment 
on work created in the 
unit. 
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