
 

Fairfield High School Curriculum Overview – Year 10 

Subject Photography Why do we study these units in Year 10? 
 

Lessons per 
fortnight 

6 Year 10 begins with a two term unit based on the photography of William Eggleston. 
The focus of this project is to introduce pupils to how to use the assessment 
objectives and the basic principles of photography covering the formal elements and 
composition. Students are also introduced to the basic tools in Photoshop. Pupils 
then move onto creating portraits and landscape photographs combining these using 
more advanced Photoshop techniques. The final unit “Natural and Man-made 
Environments” gives the students an opportunity to extend their range of 
Photographic skills covering a wider range of locations and a large choice of 
photographers. Photoshop skills are further developed, and various materials 
introduced to extend their understanding of mixed media art work using 
photography. 
Pupils have various opportunities to plan pieces of work independently during the 
final unit using a mixture of the medias they have been working with.  

Setting Mixed ability 
groups, mixed 
tutor groups. 

 

 

Students are encouraged to be Responsible Global Citizens through activities focused on regular reflection and 
evaluation of their own work.  



 

We ensure all students experience high challenge in the subject by providing exemplars of graded work by previous 
pupils. Ensuring that topics cover a range of processes and skills and providing opportunities to develop personal 
ideas, concepts and narratives.  
Literacy work this year is focused on annotating sketchbook work and discussing processes and artworks in lessons. 

Innovation and Creativity opportunities this year include encouraging pupils to realise intentions independently 
through creation of final pieces.  
Employability opportunities covered this year include visiting a local gallery. 

 

 

Term Unit title Knowledge and 
Understanding/content 

Skills Assessment 
 

1 Sense of Place 
(Eggleston) 

How to present a sketchbook, 
how to research photographers, 
how to take a photograph taking 
into account composition and 
the formal elements. The basic 
editing skills using Photoshop, 
adjusting exposure, brightness 
and colour. 

Presentation skills, research skills, 
taking photographs. Basic Editing. 

Teacher assessment 
on coursework. 

2 Sense of Place 
(Eggleston) 

Continuing to develop editing 
skills using Photoshop. 
Developing annotation skills and 
analysing photographs. The 
introduction of contact sheets 

Use of Photoshop to adjust colour, 
brightness, contrast and exposure. 
Annotation and analysis. Continuing 
presentation skills. 

Teacher assessment 
on coursework. 



 

learning to annotate chosen 
photographs. 

3 Sense of Place 
(Antonio Mora, 
Dan Mountford) 
 

Understanding of the work of 
Antonio Mora and Dan 
Mountford. 
Basics of landscape photography 
and portraits. 

Landscape photography and portraits 
using lighting and manual SLR settings. 
Shutter speed, aperture and ISO. 

Teacher assessment 
on coursework. 

4 Sense of Place 
(Antonio Mora, 
Dan Mountford) 
 

Layering images in Photoshop, 
use of the cutting and blending 
tools. Developing personal 
responses in the style of Antonio 
Mora and Dan Mountford. 
 

Advanced Photoshop skills. Learning to 
layer and combine images. Cutting and 
blending images. Continuing presentation 
skills. Annotation of photographs and 
contact sheets. 

Teacher assessment 
on coursework. 

5 Natural and Man 
made 
Environment 

Studying the work of Julius 
Schulman, Lucien Herve, Eric 
Stoller and Nick Frank. Taking 
photographs of local 
architecture. The introduction of 
mixed media to create 
photographic based artwork. 

Analysing the work of photographers. 
Learning to take effective photographs of 
architecture. Editing in black and white 
and colouring images using Photoshop. 
Collage and cutting skills. The use of 
mixed media, paint, pastels, pen and 
pencil with photographs. 

Teacher assessment 
on coursework. 

6 Natural and Man 
made 
Environment 

Studying the work of Henry 
Troup and Phil Straus. Taking 
photographs of natural forms.  

Analysing the work of photographers. 
Learning to take photographs of natural 
forms. The use of lighting and still life 
photography in the classroom. Continuing 
to develop manual SLR skills. 

Teacher assessment 
on coursework. 

 


